
Sunday, May 19, 2002 GREELEY (Colo.) TRIBUNE   C11

*

man told me to be sure I
touched ’em all.”

Not Griffith, nor anybody
in their wildest dream could
imagine sending the Cru-
saders (23-2) home from All-
City Stadium in five innings,
via the 10-run rule.

Not even Danley, the
architect of five Eaton state
titles.

“Not in my wildest imagi-
nation,” Danley said. “Not
even close. I figured we’d
have to score a run or two
and hope to steal the game.

“If we play them 10 times,
you’d think maybe we win
two or three.”

The Reds won the one
that counted, and they never
left any doubt in doing so.

“We were the best team in
this park today,” Danley said.

From start to finish, too.
The Crusaders’ lineup —

with five players hitting
above .400
— buckled
under
Eaton’s
biggest
weapon,
the knuck-
le-curve.

It was
obvious
from the
first
inning
that the
Crusaders
were
going to
see
enough
breaking
pitches
from Grif-
fith to last
a lifetime.

The
result was
Denver
Christian
batters
looking as
if they
were
doing
kneebend
exercises
— and
nine
strikeouts
for Grif-
fith, who
gave up
just three 

hits to a Crusader lineup that
looked like a hit parade in its
semifinal victory the day
before.

“When you listen to the
names in their lineup, you
know you’ve heard them
before, and they’re good,”
said a humble Griffith. “I
watched them swing yester-
day (against La Junta), and I
noticed the La Junta pitcher
was having his only success
with a breaking pitch.”

Griffith bent the Cru-
saders over every way but
backward. They only
advanced a runner to third
base once.

“We’ve seen breaking
pitches, so this wasn’t any-
thing new,” Denver Christian
head coach Bill Postma said.
“We don’t go into any game
thinking we might be 10-
runned.

“Our kids are definitely
down right now, and maybe a
little shocked.”

Draayer, who was unbeat-
en and shut down the Reds
last month, was stymied.

“They’re a good hitting
team and sure showed it
today,” Draayer said. “We
thought this would be our
year and we’d get over the
hurdle.

“I still don’t think they’re
the best team this season,
but they sure were today.”

The Reds tagged Draayer
and VanEps for 10 hits, three
for extra bases as Kelly and
shortstop Branden Trujillo
each had 3 RBI.

“When we were ahead 9-0,
I said to myself, ‘that’s a lot
of runs to have to make up,’
and that’s when I figured
we’d win, but I felt the inten-
sity get even greater,” Grif-
fith said.

Nonetheless, Griffith con-
tinued to dominate, striking
out four in the last two
innings, mainly with the
knuckle-curveball.

“I didn’t throw many fast-
balls,” Griffith conceded. “I
know I threw one on the
very last pitch of the game.”

VanEps lifted that one to
centerfield and right into the
glove of Eaton’s Tyler Gar-
retson for the final out.

Bring on the dog pile.
Class 3A State Championship

Denver Christian 000 00 —   0 3 2
Eaton 018 3x —12 10 0

DCHS — Andy Draayer (L, 8-1, 5H, 2ER, 5BB,
0SO), Tyler VanEps (3rd, 5H, 3ER, 2BB, 0SO),
Jamie Weitzel (4th, 0H, 0ER, 2BB, 0SO), Derek
Peters (4th, 0H, 0ER, 1BB, 1SO) and Tyler Henry.

EHS — Lee Griffith (W, 6-0, 3H, 0ER, 3BB, 9SO)
and Tyler Krause. 2B: Eric Kelly, Drew Maulsby.
RBI: Branden Trujillo 3, Kelly 3, Tyler Garretson
2, Tyler Tateyama 2, Dylan Ramer, Krause.

and she pushed me to go. That’s
why I have butt-lock now,” said
Kalu, rubbing her cramped pos-
terior.

In fact, Robinson pushed
her so much, Kalu shattered
the state meet record she set
last year by 27-hundreths of
a second with a time of 25.53.
Robinson finished with a
25.67 mark.

Now Kalu has three state
titles and two state records
under her belt.

“I had heard so many things
about Dimma, and so I had a lot
of doubts about winning and
losing,” Robinson said. 

Even Kalu had some doubts
about winning.

“I thought I could win this
easily, and then a freshman
came along,” Kalu said. “She’s in
the same place that I was in last
year. I was the freshman that
pushed everyone. Now she is
pushing people.

“This was the hardest com-
petition all year long.”

But Kalu doesn’t plan to turn
the next couple of years into a
rivalry with Robinson.

“You’re still the same per-
son once you walk off that
track,” Kalu said. “I would
rather have a friend than an
enemy.”

BY AMY WEIMER
gtsports@greeleytrib.com

PUEBLO — Jessica Guinn’s
Lucky Monkey has been to
every track meet and gymnas-
tics invitational since she was
12 years old. So Saturday was
no exception. 

Her Lucky Monkey made
the trip to Dutch Clark Stadi-
um for the Class 3A State
Track and Field Meet.

He sat at the edge of the
pole vault runway as the Roo-
sevelt junior claimed a third-
place finish in the pole vault
finals.

“I hoped he would give me
a little bit of extra luck by sit-
ting right there,” Guinn said.

Guinn’s grandfather, who
attended every one of Guinn’s
track and gymnastics meets,
gave her the stuffed animal.
He died a year ago in an air-
plane crash.

“The stuffed animal
reminds me of my grandpa
and about how much he cared
about everything that I did,”
Guinn said.

He would have certainly
cared about Guinn’s perform-
ance Saturday.

Guinn battled a sprained
ankle as she cleared 9 feet.

Guinn, who has two years of
pole vault experience, was
only one of four athletes to
clear the mark. 

The next mark was set at 9-
6 to speed up elimination.
Guinn’s personal best is 9-21⁄2.

Guinn cleared the vault on
her third attempt, but after a
slight touch of the pole, it
fell. 

“We saw today she is capa-
ble of doing it,” Roosevelt
pole vault coach Carl Yost
said.

Yost admits the ankle
injury didn’t help her per-
formance.

“We removed some of the
tape around my ankle, so I
could have more momentum.
The tape inhibits my run-
ning,” Guinn said.

Guinn was beat out by
Middle Park’s Emory Galla-
van and Faith Christian’s
Chandra Frost, who both
shattered the state record of
9-11⁄2 with their 9-9 vaults.
Gallavan won the title with
fewer misses.

■ SUPER FRESHMAN ...
Platte Valley’s Stevie Hage-
meister would have liked to
have won the 400-meter dash,
but finishing second isn’t any-
thing to gripe about — espe-

cially for a freshman.
Hotchkiss sophomore

Teresa Bell claimed the state
title with a time of 58.18 sec-
onds. Hagemeister followed
closely with a 58.65 mark.

“I knew Teresa was going
to be fast, so I am excited that
I got second place,” Hage-
meister said.

Hagemeister thinks with
more conditioning this sum-
mer, she may be able to edge
out Bell next year.

But the 400 isn’t the only
event that Hagemeister will
excel at in upcoming years.

She added a fourth-place
finish in the 200 finals and
helped the Broncos’ 1,600
relay finish second (4:09.60).
Members of that relay were
Kim Naibauer, Mandi Mondt
and Heather Turman. She was
also part of Platte Valley’s 800
medley relay team that placed
fifth (1:54.08).

■ MORE BRONCOS ...
Heather Turman placed third
in the 300 hurdles with a time
of 47.11. 

■ BULLDOGS WITH A
BARK ... University’s 800
medley relay team may not
have finished the way it want-
ed to, but a third-place finish
isn’t that bad. The Bulldogs

had hoped to win the event
after claiming the No. 1 seed,
but in the last 10 meters, back
pains slowed Nomnso Kalu,
giving University a 1:52.75
mark. Members of that relay
were Nomnso, her sister
Dimma, Penny Schwalm and
Tanea Bergstrom.

Nomnso, Dimma, Schwalm
and Laura Pazik went on to
place second in the 400 relay
with a time of 51.85. 

University’s Kaitlyn
Schaumberg, Sami Smith, Jas-
mine Koehn and Katherine
Eberhard claimed a seventh-
place finish in the 3,200 relay
team (10:18.99).

■ MORE 800 MEDLEY
RELAYS ... Roosevelt’s 800
medley relay team finished
with a  sixth-place state fin-
ish. Members of the Rough
Riders’ relay were Sarah
Brown, Kristen Wadas,
Heather Judson and Krista
Mayes.

■ FIFTH PLACES ... Uni-
versity’s Nomnso Kalu and
Roosevelt’s Sarah Brown took
home fifth-place finishes in
the 100 and 400, respectively.

■ 2A RESULT ... Crow
Valley’s Aharon Robertson
came in seventh in the 100
hurdles (17.46).
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Not in my
wildest imag-
ination. Not
even close. I
figured we’d
have to score
a run or two
and hope to
steal the
game.

— Jim 
Danley

Eaton 
baseball coach
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